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and -end troops to their fa

mu, El*;3ess Ed6n. uh er -onme of th'
most prioens relics oi the church ar-t
now' imperiled by the spread of war in the*
Balkans?
The fear of war is a nightmare of hor-

r r to the monks of lt. Athos and they
have sent twtxo of their tour pr'sidents on
a pilkrige inl Wakeloth andu -ies t>

Athens to lay their terror before the rep-
resentatives of the czar.

Mt. Athos is about eighty nmiles fromt Sa-
nniiki. and no womant or femalite of any
kind, not ceven a cow or a chicken, is per-
mitted to -set foot in the precincts of th-u
holy moutntain. Erisso, on the cotntrary,
w hich lies in shouting distance from the
b-ndairy. is virttually a manle-s Eden.

iled aimo tontirely hy women-large-
1-. re lativ es ot the nmonks. Thie emissaries
to Athents ask irotection also for Erisso.

'It. Athos is tnt ignon of war. Hence
t-high. wide wallii and watch' towers
h:hh gil c the ntontasteries the visage of

f seties, an illusion heighten'd hy
mutzzles of cannion that peen t hrouigh

i ivy crown hatilements. Thte monks
Sht wit h dire results to themselves, in

t. c Gree-k w ar for independence from Ot-
toman rule in the early part of the last
centutry. In the Middle Ages they were
contstantly subject to raids from maraud-
ing Saracens, and today they are exposed
to attacks fromt roving bands of bandits
that infest the surrounding country.
The community Is made up of twenty

convents and chapels, each of which Is a
repository oif cutrious works of art and
precious relics, such as thte girdle of the
Virgin, given to her by St. Thomas, and
bits of the true cross, all of which are
--id in nnse-- miac-lous curative nnw-
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foN mn t ok r ofwrta

montn.hundred Russinst amnsoted

there principally for political reasonr,. Thb
majority of them are youthful. and~their
stolid, typically Russian countenances,
with their smoldering eyes, Aontrast
strangely with the thin. intellectual taen
and dancing eyes oi their Greek compan
Ions,
Northmost on the western slope of the

peninsula is the monastery of Konstamo-
nites. the oldest of all and one of the most
picturesque. It rises like a fairy palace
from a ring of cyprus trees. Its roofs ares
incredibly red and its gray walls incred-
ibly lofty, with windows only in the upper
half. On the top, peeping out htere and
there, are numerous ramparts. The mon-
astery was founded early in the fifth cen-
tury by the son of Constantine the Great
The char'er cgranted it by the Byzantine
emperor, with his signature scrawled in
the bleod of some animal, still reposes in
the archives of the convent.

Entrance to this monastery, as to
most of the others, is gained by means
of a basket lowered from one of the win-
dows In the first tier, about half way up,
to which point the walls are sheer and
Impregnable.

To the passerby on the deck .of a
coast steamer, Mt. Athos, with Its strange,
fantastic architecture frorr slope to sum-
mit, presents a picture of such extraordi-
nary beauty that It perhaps cannot be
equaledl In the entire wrld.r The hol1r

mountain is the fingernail of the peninsula,
which stretches south into the Aegean.
It is girt on three sides by the sea.
The Turks, in their occupation of M~t.

Athos, preserved the sacred relics and
treasures of gold and precious stones, hut,
what the monks valued more than th.e
gold and jewels, their priceless manu-
scripts, were used as wadding for the
Turk guns.

T1he religious (eremonies on the moun-
tain are most rigorous. During the peried
of Le-nt 1he monks pray or attend mss
six.teent hours every day. And their p'-
riod of Lent lasts one-t hird of thety ear.
The rest of the year is dtivided e-ch I--y
into eight hours for pray er. cight for
manual labor and eight for rest.
The conmmunity is divided into dist in.-

classes: idliorrhtythmtic. in which eac h
brot her is a rule unto himself, and cono-
bitic, in w hich the recluses live in 'ntm-
mon. The latter havye one father superior,
who is elected for life. The formwr is
more or less of an aristocratic oligarchy.
There are three other minor classes int

which the monks are literally hermits.
The western slope of the mountain, which
is barren and grim in comparison to the
bright verdure of the eastern side, is thte
domain of the hermits. Its craggy sid'n
are dotted with their miniature hernmr
ages, which seem to be suspended in :ir
like dream nests by invisible cords. It
is the wonder of the world how thes~e
hermitages were built on the precipitous
peaks and how they continue to -vithstand
the onslaughts of the terrific gales that
rage around the mountains.
The danger to which the monks are sub-

ject is near and real, for the brigand hand
in this part of the country is a perfectly
organized body, with a leader whose
word is law under penalty of death. As
yet the czar has not sent the expedition
to protect them, and perhaps will not. So
now a second deputation has been dis-
patched to Athens--thin tima with the

most precious of the sacred possessions
to be pla -d in th. security of the vie.l
safe in the imperial Russian lecation
The black robed elders are taking the

relics to Athen indor guard of tetI of tho
hired soldier-. Ther. too, set forth from
their cliffs and cracs and entir'd ow'
on the Aegean in another of the old w orid
boats. Later, if the Russian marines ar-e
not sent, it is planned to con ey the rest
of the trealures to Athens
One of the most interestin ,delich'

on '' mnountain is the view the mtovk.
take of the United States..A.r.....r..
elo by ('lea-on P. Lariarre. fro- nnh
some of tihe more inttimat of nh ora
ing facts have been drar,' 1 renai- "in
terview with the plrior of 'lnas''ery
Watopedi, one of the ta'ce- 'T1e eotnver-

Astor Sparkli
as He Joins H

mterstig v nt. took h'r
in he ennyofKn:

ILs sponsors were Tsaron Ch'.'
w ho muarried in 1 92 Mis a 1
Fri~ech, of New York, and Baronl ut'en.
a ntemlber of the governmnent.

Thte ceremnyn was ratheur quaitnt, and
As.tor went throttgh it waith an air of
some itmilatietnce lHe firs-t appeared at
thei har oif then house attired in a 'eail't
r1b trimnwtd with ermine and a throe-
correred hat, accompanied by hi's spon-
sors. similarly dressed. They. were re-
ceived by the garter king of arms. wsho
led them in single file, Astor in the nuld-
dIe, up the floor to the woolsack, where
Astor presented his patent to the lord
high chancellor, who merely opened the
scroll and returned it. They then retired.
walking backward and bowing, to the
table, and as Cheylesmore was not going
quickly enough for the new baron the
latter turned and pushed him, to the as-
tonishment of flhe spectators, among
whom were several ladies in the peer-
asne' gallery-
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sation turned to America aind th'. r or
sa id-

n n:2' ole
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0i d , o'. ha:n a:.

x',-d t , lo'e, who
acnow l'idu n offhis

ow-n hr- orn' bbhe only

deed i. x:ndom. &
di];nity 'a b' *.ke n from hin
by~ atta!Inder l} II did n bnk any ap
pier than uu! It wa- o.erved that
he were a 1 :nn nd rinlg of fxtrardinar-r
size and brillant .the firshes fromi whihb
dazzled his' feio noblemen a. he fin-
gered his hat.

The ceremony unas no nclude'd by his go-
ing once more to the unt lsack and i .
ing handls with the- lord high chnc'
after which he left 'he chambe-r t

the congratulation of his fanuI3 an
erienda_


